For a man to engage in any occupation, or 
For a man to engage in any occupation, or profession with profit to himself and patrons, he must possess some knowledge of his own natural tendencies, also of his abilities in the direction of the field of labor upon which he expects to enter, and his physical abilities should betaken into account as well.
I wish to present a few thoughts in relation to what is necessary to know about one's self before entering upon the study and practice of dentistry. For a man to possess himself of the required knowledge relating to himself, he must study the works of God in all their different depart- The dentist must study the science of philosophy to become posted in the laws of natural forces, and of mechanics, in the kinds of electricity and its generation and magnetism as they are connected with natural forces, and with the relation which they hold to man and especially to the dentist. I have given only a synopsis, as it were, of those studies and natnral abilities requisite to the greatest good in the man, and dentist: and that the more we know of the facts and principles of the world, and, in fact, those which underlie the working of this mighty fabric of the universe, and the more we know of those thoughts advanced by the intelligence of man, (enlightened by research and investigation,) regarding cause and effect, and the nearer we get to the truth of the object of our being, and the great love manifested towards us by the Creator, the nearer we come to a perfect self-knowledge, and the greater, better, and more perfect will be the works of our lives, and those with whom we associate will be the better for our living, and in the end it can be said of each of us :
" Well done, good and faithful servant."?Ohio State Journal of Dental Science?
